
 
 
-- 
- 
  

Rev: 1152007 

(865) 681-9301                   Blount County Dept. of Building Safety   
2006 IRC – Residential Garage Requirements  

A ballard (set in 
concrete) may need to 
be installed to protect 
the units in the garage 
from vehicles. 

HVAC 
Unit

The door from 
the garage to 
the house must 
be a 1 3/8” solid 
wood door, steel 
or a 20-minute 
rated door. No 
glass is allowed 
in the door 
unless it is fire 
rated. R 309.1 

The garage shall be 
separated from the residence 
with ½” gypsum board on the 
walls and ceiling. A garage 
beneath a habitable room 
shall be separated with 5/8” 
type X gypsum board on the 
ceiling. R309.2 

Ducts in the garage must be a 
minimum of 26 gauge sheet 
steel and seal the penetration. 
R309.1.1 & R309.1.2 

A series wired, battery back up 
smoke detector is required in the 
garage. (NFPA 72 fire alarms are OK) 

The ignition source of gas fired 
equipment must be a minimum 
of 18” above the garage floor. 
G2408.2 Water 

Heater 

HVAC registers located in a 
garage must have an approved 
fire damper installed. 

For garages attached to a dwelling or within 3 feet of the 
dwelling on the same lot,  these requirements apply. 
R309.2 
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